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The Dr. Baiey, sidewheiler, which formed the
Port Hudson contingent of oar recat-tl- y impro

iied "motquito flset," returned hers at eleven
o clock this morning: , and I seiza this opportu-
nity of giving you a true account of of cur re-

cent engagement with, and the capture of the
Ituhnnda, on l ight, th 24th in!.. at
eleven o'clock, at New Carthage, thirty miles
below Vicksburg.

The Butty, carrying a iigh: freight of cotton
and "assorted hardware," and a fuil list of pas

sengers, left hir landing at Port Hndson on the
h int.. ana, after an es? "

v run ano a ioag siay

was

At

ad

ot

ore,

on of the our Qaly one mtn wM one
up Red river, the Quetn

of tht Weti, and the Graiui Era, when the
Hairy turned round "mosquito fleet,"

complete, started on its adventurous drip.

An incident occurred to amuse the man cm the

Baiey when Jg n miles bslow Natchez. At seme

disur.es could be seen the iim cntiines cf a
group standing on the bank waving white

and supposing it to be a party of sym-

pathizing Southern ladies, s3ina of the boys re-

sponded with cheers. Bat, on neaxing th spot,

it was discovered that they were contrabands,
who took tho boat for a Yunkoe craft. The boys
stopped cheering, and. as may be sup-

posed, looked at other rather at
their wasteful expenditure of gallantry and en-- t

Lieutenant-Col- . Brand, command-io- g

the httt-- y, had to run her into the shore to
accommodate the party, when five Strapp'np
darkie walked aboard in ail the conscious dig-

nify of biing re;eivei3 "a and a brother ".

Their leader sveat straight up to Col. Brand,
aud balding out ins hand to shako hands with

him. said, while his compitutins

away from d d rebels."
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backed started
h-- dash, Batty ran

p close alongside ten ladunoia and a soon as
ur men poured a volley into the enemy's deck,
'of. Brand waved h:s sword and shouted :

Board her, boy ! board her !" Giadly was
le order received, ar.d already were our boys
ady to irjtnp down upon her deck, when the-

1 - . 1 .. ,o cotnirtaner. raising nis voice to us ,

v.1"'",;. " j ;:;", some reflections w

rand immediately ccuniermaudcd his order,
d being re-ui- y to lead his boarders, jumped

toard the enemy and stood before the Federal
mtuanuer. " What is your name, sir 7" said

" Lieutenant Commanding Brown, of the
nited States navy , sir ; and yours ?" " Llont.-"- 1

Brar,d, Confederate States army." was
phr Lieut. Brotsn than presented Colonol

rrnd with his swo
shook hands with bh

But while tbe Tan
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isure her siaking, and

ed fc C mfederate service,
bid given np his sword,

lb rough the water
time to decide the yet

iron-cla-d. Birely in time
to her over the deck of

enemy had enrrendered.
rod off in time Then
nd shoot of victory, and

They had surrendered at

tla wtis reported, by her oflSceTS, to
Formidable iroB-cia- d of the great
' armada. She was thoroughly

iron, and her decks
turroU or casemates, one forward,

uieven-inc- h fians, and one just
hcbihouses, proteetiog two nine-e- r

deck is covered with iron, and
u ws.1 Hoed between the turrets
2 had stolen from our plantations.
: appears to be principally nsed
. coatkig of grease, faiiy half an
s upon her iron-casin- to
es in elaiicinsr off Our balls had
)- -r nf Biigbt indentations in her
aned the tiveis of some cf the
noke sfseks were pretty well rid
9 boarts werestroek several tims,
tiy. A shell which right
s wp'kug beam, extinguished all
r engme room. On tbe iaaiaTsrUn

oni man was killid, and several ' others were
j knocked overbo&rd with bales of cotton. On

--, the morning 233, fcid(J ftnd

fi'ttt,
and the

now

their
each

the

the

the

from

wounded, both on the Queen ofWie West The
man wounded was Cnarles Stammer, of New
Oi leans. His itjury is on both legs, and is
slight. Ttie Indiawil lias, half submerged, on
a bar, settled by the stern.

Tbe expedition was a daring and deserving
one, skillfully executed and gloriously success-
ful. Tbe volunteers who manned oar boats are
in high spirits at the result, and none more so
than oce of the AMERICAN EIFLES.

Editors Appeal : Trsvaling, recently, from
Tangipahoa to Port Hndson, bn a wagon without
springs, I fell in with a gay party. To keep
off ennui, and keep up an ample

" Feast of reason and now of soul,"

soon became the effort of every one. A youth
or while on the stand furnishifg
his qu .fa of entertainment, produced some
beantifdl versss nn "Tennessee, our Tennessee."
and fucg to the tune of "Maryland, my Mary- -

t me have them published,
of thorn, they will serve to

C?ol.

hirg

burst

,o, he consented to
To say the least

waste en idle mo
mrnt. They were wri tten before the battle cf
Murfrresboro" occurred hence, when Genera's
Zolliconer at-- i Hatton aire mentioned in tbe
piV-e- . no alio'ioB is mdi to the name of Gen-

eral Rains. I deem th expiartation necessary ;

for wb.il-1- . we remember with the brightest grati-

tude a long line of our martyred worthies, let
us .not forget, to entwine fadeless chapiots
around the sunlit name of the young, the
moral, toe gifted, th r,oti?, tna patriotic ami
tho dsuntles Geti Rains, of Nashville, Term.,
who fell, as bravely st, e'er did intrepid Sparta" ,

shouting, ami'-- that of iron hail that
everywhere swept so destruclively over Mur
fresaboro's bloody field, to his comrades In

as his hut earthly, words breathed,

"Forward ! my brave boys, forward .'

I ask pardon ; already have I protracted this
beyojtd what I intended. I submit these verses,
hopiajf yori will gratify my wishes by publish-
ing suj, and, p'Tehance, touch some tender
chord in the bosoms of Tennesseans that will

vibrate the d lightsome mcsic of devotion.
Sioma.

tennessee, our tensessee.
Tho' silent hanjs the tUDeles lyre,

' Tennesaee our IVrness-- e;

T jo' tyric's reek i o b iby are,
Tenn a--e, our Tennessee ;

That qaanebless lime oua ne'er expire,
Zu gen al ieam ber sons issplrr,
Tbe foe that ypotls shall aoon retire,

Tennessee, our Tennessee.

Tho" for a season sunk 1b woo,
Tecoessee, our Tennessee ;

The' now b-- r prayer hie broaihes bat low,
Tennessee, oar Teonoscee ;

Tho' oa her martin artadry glow
Tae of her bated fee,
.She swears in wrath they yet shall know,

There still U lite la Tt unessee.

Amid the gloom how sweat tbe ttmg-h-

Tenuessse, onr IVunesseo ; "
Tbis trnth is with ricb blessitj bonghv

Tennessee, onr 'fennoitsee;
The liberty oar fstbert bought.
Thiv price feti. boon are count bat nanght,
Until oar foes at least act taught,

There still is llfb in Tennessee.

My nobio 8tate for thae I siir'n,

Tenuesae?. onr Tonuessee ;

Thy favor' d hoar will soon draw nigh.
Tennssaes, onr Tennessoa ;

Thy trtte born sons wi'.l never fly.
They'll couqaer, of. they'll nobly die
Then let '.hiK be onr battle cry,

There still U life Is Tennessee.

No fetters ran voir spirit tamo,
Tennessee, nnr Tennessee ;

Be thtu, as ia tho past, the same,
T 'Uitsasee, rnr Teanesaoe ;

By Z l!i5..ffers ballow'd niuae,
By Harton's deathless, peerless fame,
By ail ber martyr'd pioclsim.

There still i. lint la Tennessee.

Ontnasest In Kuiherford.
people in Tennessee are mora loyal than
of the coanty of Ratherford, and they are

piying severely tor their staunch adherence
Confederacy even in the presence of s,

Their property is being deetroy-tbei- r
houses pilfagcd and burned, their

ihes desecrated, their slaves carried off, and
f imaginable indignity offered to the citi-- i

regardless of age or ex.
o undetsiatid that tbe Yankees have not left
ce standing within a circuit of five miles
ad Murfftesbaro', and that fires are of night- -

io Jeetiuction of the fine rssidanceof Judge
y, with ais library, papers and furniture,

dready been notod. But we have recently
ialorrr.atien of an n:i:rage of a still moro

cli iraoter. A few nights since' a partr of
tral soidiers, under charge of an nffiM,
i the house cf Isaac Jatung. in Rutber-certt- y

vioiently tr.wd his person, and,
tz b im into bis own yard, cnilly and shame-w- h

noV. him on the n&kvi back. His

inly spa ' strictly schema table. ShslbyrUU Rebel.

O.tTH F Al.l.COUNC.
C0LI MB1A, 8 C , Feb 10, ltj63.

Hon. John Ptckios:
My Dear Sib: The ioiut resola'.iou submit- -

ted by you on the 13th
sideration of Congress
certain citizens of Loui
within th lines of the I

the oath of allegiaace
have reintiy passe

,

in my own mind,
to use in any way you may

lie

jr refusing to take
ths Uoitod Sutes."

my eye. The im-- f

addressing to you
long been maiming

yon are
cendusive to

tbe public gooiL
Permit ndk in the ontsei. to exsre.ss my en

proval not olfj of the matter, bur, also f the
from of your resolutions. It appears to na emi-

nently that C ingraas sbou'.d tigcalizs
the fidolitvof our fellow citizens who have whb
stood all anneals to st and to fear, in
their country's darkest trial. But I specially
command the moderation which pretermits in
the resolutions any mention of those who have
been caught the snares ot tbe enemy,
duped into concessions which hive filled the
land with sorrow So Ion? as those unfortunate
parties are debarred the privilege cf a hearing
tbe government, from paternal lenity, if not
from a sense of r'lifid- - instico, may well feci itself
restrained from open and direct censure. From
the laognaze- - of your paper, the worid is not to

know that a solitary individual is excepted from
the e.ncom:nra pronounced by Congress Those
familiar with all the facts cannot fail, icdeed, to
perceive a discrimination in li.vor of some,
which, by implication, contains a censure of
others. This, however, is unavoidable, and
those who may writhe eevath th torture of tiiis
implied censure, will yet be compelled to ad-

mire the geaeresity which forebore to stigma-
tize them in the legislative records of the coun-
try. Nevertheless, from.iomo quarter, aud pre- -
ciseiy at this l jnstore, a patent saon A be ot
tered Piiainst the weakness of those who have
succumbsd beneath the tyranny of Ga". Butler
and sworn a'lefiance to the govrrcm.-u- of the
United States. It may not be too late to rouse
those whe are involved in this dire ctlamty to
retrieve their lost position and to wipe off tbe
dishonor watcu must else cleave to tnem tor
ever. Or failing in this, it is still a duty to at

the arrest of priucip'es which, I fear are
secretly sapping in Louisiana the foundations
of pablic morality, and destroying tLe basis on
wbicn rest at least tee permanaiice and security
ot ail ecvtrnx.ent. 1 un.crtaKe, ir.nreiore, in
this letter, to present tho reverse of your medal;
and assume the painful responsibility of giving
utte'anco to strictnres, from which, as a legisla
tor, you have wisnly refrained. Should apology
bi needod for tbis obtrusion or private criticism,
let it be found in the relation 1 bave long sus
tained as a religious teacher of the people of
Lotunana, and my common participation as a
citizen in any reproach which may tarnibh the
fame of the ga'iant State.

We should clearly
classes of our fellow-- c

ted to the oath exactet
first class, inconsidera
a".)d infineiee, embrac

tingnish betwixt two
who have subruit-- y

General Butler. The
numbers'

those were
true to cur cause. Sime of them, from miscon-ceptio-

of the relation between tbe States and
guneral government, secretly denied the right of
cececi m, aud simply drifted with the popular
correct which they felt it idle to oppose. Of
conrse, upm the first appearaucs of the enemy,
they ranged themselves, without solicitation,
upon the side of the Union, to which tiiey were

by their political nfllaities. Others, des-

titute ot all principle, alike political and mcral,
having no eye but to present gain, and only in-

tent upoa opttnin? tb obstructed cliannels of
trade, chrse to make interest itb those who had
blockaded their ports. B :h these are simply
traitors to the South thvy wut out ftom us
because tljey wero of us it is to b?
hoped, upon the recovery os'our territory, they
willfiad .it convsnint to leans their nw
allies and purgd va
Tbe other clais em
secret herrfs. are si
aud have taken the
garding it as one of
universal compass
allheal extitiguishec
h'i conviction ent

lovalty retains

faroons

t
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presence,

u to tuo t.O'iiei leiracv.-- l

cotis'riiiut,
war. The

t fir distress has.
the act;

d flu-i- r suitoianfft
u embrac of

atfcuons Ibe general integrity of many in
this class affords a guarantee tbat conaieic bis

snared through the sophistry of under-
standing: awl tbatoby subtley of argomeut
they have persuaded into the policy thBt

oath ce.nid be $alta jult:. Iu adjudi-
cating this question, I oaUBot but think some
corsideratir.ns were overlooked, should
have formed important element in th decis-
ion to bfl rendered, and if entertained must
wholly changed complexion

Before canvassing, however, tbe npon
which this cath taking has been justin d, that
we may make due allowance for human in-
firmity, let us look: at th peculiar pressure under
whieijtheso parties were put In the first plaee,
the dwriartd made upon them was a novelty ;

and we know how fl 'under in uncer-
tainty, without acknowledged precedence for
their guidance. I in vain searched the
records modern hlstorv for its oaraliel. The

contest be
s of Hollar.d

semblance to the
North and cu

ot

;re

an

n Philip Spain and the
some features of

raging between
ss. The Spanish power

as North does now, branded the at-
tempts of a people to name their own
Constitution and laws as flagrant rebellion; and
conducted a and bitter war to reduce, "as
they alleged, a revolted province to a!leriaece.
But in no instance did the A'va-firrhti- n

tool, though he was of a treacherous and big- -'

oted clspot, fores a reluctant oafh unen the
cities beeonqnered Tb
deed, by mili'.ary garrisons ua
the S'.ate of which they fjrmt
part should in like manner be
tempt was maie to caucl tha

Lout tbftupb the constituted aut!
that allegiance ha

January,

Ui

think

proper

in

tempt

borne

their
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wbde

been
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taken

which

have

have

then,
brava

long

cruel

which vxveie beld,
nc timo as

i-- ,sc instituect
ced. at-e-s

whom
It has been

reserved to our time and to ear foes to invent
shameful 6cd cowardly device of dealing

wi'.h sinei commnnities, and with indi
vidual persons, as if they tvero
higher authority A msjrnarirnoua e iemy mieht
have held New Orleans by right of capture : but
wou'd have refrained from imposition of
oaths until S'ate of Louisiana had been re-
duced to submission, and as an organi't whok-- ,
bad carried overall parts of which if is
posed. But the refitted despotism tho Liroohi
(rovemment adopts tbo policy ef (rrinding indi
viduals between conflicting jurisdictions as be
tween the upper and nether mill stonps. Con
scious Us impotence to snbiuirate, it has
been satisfied with disgracing thos'j whom it
cannot cot qner. and wiih demoralizing thos

whom it cannot rale. Tbe satauic boast ef
Gen. Butler has been in part achieved, bold-iu-

up what he is pleased to tertn a prrjured
people to derision of mankind. I shall wear
to this thought in another connection, and pre-
sent it as a reason why the oath should have
been sternly refused. It is mentioned here only
to show how our people were surprised in
historic novelty of thftir position ; and how tbey
wre subjected to a rigor of treatment unknown
to the worst despotisms of past

In the next place, the craft by which tbis ne-

farious deeigii was accomplished, does fall credit
to subtle and malice in which it was con-

ceived. Butler's tyraney opened with a prohi-
bition 8gainst raare than three persons speakuntr
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was to insulate
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action. A
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you could not look yuur
Oie flash of eye snould
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of tbe soul Even sis
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smailr were sufficient to

at liberty
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iressure, as, single-r- e

either bullied or
ission denied by the
ra by the lips. Bat
oniy bfguu. Pl
upon the separate

Ited pfople. C'f It premier pas an
h-- n tho veil of delusion was rent by t

si ion of further tests, they found tht
UD-,- an incKnfd plane, which had m
n'sfi but in abi-rc- t submission. Notbi
left but consistenfy in error and the owl
confession at the last, pas a pas on va i

Thus craftily were oar unhappy fellow-dcoyt)-

ioto the oath from whieh, at th
ning. they reciiled with the indignant e
tion of Hazae', "What ! i thy servant
that he should do this treat wronsr ?"

coutt.

The darkest feature, however, tn this oppres-
sion, Is found In Iht nndefiaed terrors whicii
hare like a portentious doud over this devotsd
people ; terrors, too, of such a nature as
gloomily to impress tbe imagination and f'eezs
ire soul with noror. The infamous crce- -

2, was not, as usually intorpreted, the outburst
of a butal and w.c"e nature in a moment of
resentment ; but part of a premeditated system
to strike universal terror into the hearts of thes

community. The blow was threatened just
where the affections are most sensitive;, and tho
violation of the sweetest sanctities of home was
set forth as th penalty of resistance to the 's

will. Though directed in against
be wnmen of Louisiana, its evident design was

to reach through tben intractable puardiant
of the i.ther sex. The husband and tho father
were called to look upon their imprisoned honse- -
bolds, and then to survey the hounds of the des
pot by whom they were held at bay. A licn--

tious soldiery drawn trom tbe stum of Nnrfbern
society, tbo ajrranan element always to be found
in the mixed population of a large city, and
the drnnken helots j ast emancipated from bond-
age and trickled out in the toggery of rheir new
associates tine were held in the leash to ba
let loose to sack and plunder at. their will, and
to (ratify the worst passions of the human heart.

'Doubtless these fejrs wero, to a laro--e oxtsnt.
imaginary; for they were never realteia by those
wbo openly defied the tyrant's power, who
seemed rather to amuse himself playing
upon the foars of men, and impisinir tests of
their morn! courago, and with mocking those
wno laiiernei ana tretnbied under his trown.
Bat though imaginary, they were ncverthless
effective. Our people appeared to feel as though
the earth was heaving beneath th?ir tread, and
that, in sirgle mom?nt, they might go down
together through !he parted crust Those natne-le8- s,

formless horrors, presented by a morbid
fancy, with a desire to preserve their property
from confucatitm, combined to crush tbe spirit
of a people as nohle as any beneath the sun.
My heart, sir, alternately burns arger aud
bleeds in sympathy as I contemplate these ac- -

cumulated wrongs, which are recited with no
design to apologize for the oath, but to show
that the cersur-- s levelled against it proceeds from
no insensibility to the distress by which it was
coerced. The same tenderness which weeps
over the sorrows of our friissds, pleads with
them to retrieve tha still heavier disaster oi a
dishonored name.

It is not fo be presumed that all were con-
ducted to-- this fatal step by precisely the same
line of argument. Accordingly, we find it justi-
fied upon two grounds, which are not only dis-
tinct from, but even exclusive of each other, as
the attention happened to be fixed upon one or
tho other hour of a common deliverance. The
difficulty was how to take the oath without sur
rendering, on the one hand, a conscious loyalty
to wie uonK deracy, and ratainiuir, on the other
band, sunt thine like inteerity of conscience.
The pth was too narrow to allow the sl;thtest
deflection without plunging into one or the other
ot these two quicksands. Some determined to
preserve their interest iu the country which they
loved, even at the expense of truth : others. o
'ovintsm veracity at the h.sztrd of c!md:nj- - with
suspicion their civil fidelity. Let us examine
both expedients in detail. -

It is alleged, then, by the first of these two
lasses, that being without liberty of clioica. in

tbe hands of an uiscrupul:ms and burbsrous
nr.omy, it was lawful fo swear an oath with the
lios ro which the heart eave no response: t'rit
no faith was lo be placed in an oth exactet
upon compulsion, and actor Singly it might be
taken witfi a mental reservation to hyak it so
soon as opportunity should be aff i' led of deing

with sat-'ty- . The case is consider 1 I

wi'!; ,a oata ui secrecy exacted bv a footnad w.
his sti'etto at onr throat, wbich it is alleped. i
mirht be given with tbe firm but sccrst purpose. I wi
of tho outlaw to justice as soon as we I t '

ahould be onca more within the protection of it
and law. I believe I have here sticd but

the in its utmost strength. The oath,
say they, was taken, but under circumstances
which gave the ira poser no esnfiAesffia in thp
fidelity of thn party Iworn, d absolved the
latter all obligation to abide by his pledge.
It wero far better to let tbisanath pass 'without
d ''er.M- - than to justify it by a doctrine so deso-
lating in its cousf qnencss. The apparent, or
even the real, apostat-- of many ttiou'ar. Is from
our ranks cannot inflict so severe or lasting a
shock upon tha Confederscy as the promulga-
tion uf principles like these. We are ail wiilice.
in a superabundant charity, to forgive tho weak-
ness of those who have "fallen under the cruel
oppressions which I have already described:
but we cannot permit that weakness to be
extolled into a virtue, nor to be extenuated upon
grounds subversive alike of morality and reli
gion. What is an oath buv an appeal to the j
Omniscient UJd as a witnegs to the truth where-
of, we affirm 7 Ia this oons'sts the essence of
the sin of perjury ; that " the ."nror has the
thought of God aitd religion upott his mind at
the time, st. that, if he offmds. it is ii.
of tha sanctions of reiiciou, and implies a disbe-
lief or contempt of God's knowledge, power and
justice." Since human society cannot exist
without mutual confidence, and this it turn de-

pends npon truth, the oath has been ordained by
G 1 for the attainment of both these euds. To
guard as far as possible against tbe temptations
to falsehood, the religions sentiment in minis
brought into exercise, and the oonscien-j- is sur-
rounded by all those motives which' cau bo
drawn from a consideration cf God and His
Tetributive justice. Tha juror (the terai being
taken in its etymological, not its technical signi-fiValio-

is cited immediately beforo the Pi'.-in- o

tribunal, that in the view of him who reads the
secrets of all hearts, and is pledged tf punish
fraud as an cff-ns- against His authority, he.

may have the strongest inducement to utter the
truth. This, of course, is founded upon the
idea that human government itself is net only
ao ordinance of God, bat that it is a dim reflec-
tion of the Divine We could not, indeed, be
subjects of human law, if we were not antece-
dently under the jaiisdiction of the Supreme
Ruler of the world. Hence, h trr.sn govern-
ment is not only divinely ordained, but Its exist-
ence end preservation depend upon those re-

ligious convictions which are recognized in tho
Divina law. With all the temporal sanr-tim- by
which it strives to enforce obedience, its control
ever human conduct is not effectual until it in-

vokes the aid of conscience, and thus places a
police ia every human breast. I's strongest
protection is found in the oath which takes hold
of tl rightecm nature in man. It can
rise no higher this. It summons us ifitfl
the presence of the Infinite Go tn sways His
awful scpter over the soul as it compels our
testimony in sight of ttitse tremendous judg-
ments which fence around the prerogatives of
that august being Hones moralists hive not
hetiitated to describe tbe oath as a twofold cove-
nant made both with society and God ; and in
this latter aspect it rises into the solemnity of
an act cf religious worship. Thus it is that
:' men swear by the greater, and an oath for
confirmation is to thorn an end of ail strife."
The pledge of veracity is deposited with the
Judge of all the earth, and upon its fojjhur are
suspended the fearful retributions of Eternity
Tf this not bind the conscience, nothing
can bind, and society is without a gptrantae for
that truthfulness upon which human intercourse
must at laBt-hing- e.

To trifle, therefore, with the sanctity of the
oath, is to strike a fatal blow b.ith at religion
and at law. It destroys religion by weakening
tbe sense of God's presence in the stn', and by
dt baucbiog the very faculty to which all bar
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awweeping dispensation, absolve him-
self frorBaK guilt of malfeasance in t rU ;

the juryman upon the panel and the witness
upon the stand msy combine to defeat all tho
ends of justice, thrrugh an oath which open:;
and shuts conveniently at tho bidding of ca-
price, until, ia tho toial ovorthrotv of mor.li'y,
society itself shall crumble through uni-ers- a!

distrust. Thi application may be made to the
very parties wh s plea we are now consi Jerinf
THey swear allegiance, fo tha government at
Washington, raising the hand to Heaven in

of their sincerity ; yet, at the same
Diomst,t, they require us to believo their affi--ma- ti

m of loyalty to the government at Rich-
mond. Waich ot these opposing declarations is
lo u i t i una caun.it be a ten
mined without weighing both in tbe balance o

to wii-U- i falsabood
place themselves in that

condition disability' where their simple word
never be accepte! as the gauge of ira'n '
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menrred
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right
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tses ? Can it ever
il for men to
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can

ba tha
by s ibsenp. ion tbe Lincoln oath. Be- -

t'T"i 'itizens of the baited States, sup-a-

been required of them to bear irms
brethren of the South, whv are

;iing for the of that birth
ich, iu an evil hour, they have bartered
And what hinders it but the conviction

iu the tyrant's mind that they cannot be trusted
witii tbo veryduties which oath..'jt fealty
implies 7 A conviction, by the way,-whic- in-

volves him in tbe still greater disgrace of com-
peting an oath in which he does not confi le,
but which also shows the guilt of subscribing ii,
since this alone saves from the most fearful erime
of lifting tho hand agaiat the mother that bore

I come now to the second and entirely dis-
tinct line of defense raised by some who have
been entangled in the snare, among whom are
many far too conspicuous to assume a position
known to ba false, or to subscribe to an oath
with anything approachiog to mental reserva-t;o- S

I csnuot refrain, in parsing, from the
tbat upon all of honor and prin

c.iple. the first thought of a t honest atd pnre
mind is the safest; for iu this the instinct of
manliness and truth usually fiiids expression
The second thorghts which pru fence is prone
to suggest, arc generally the inlets of temptitit.--
and turn oat to be sub'erfaees for tha evasion of
duty Jt is alleged, then, by this second class,
thit tbe control and protection of tiie Confeder-
acy being, throughout tha fortunes of war,

iiv suspended, upon ihe principle of sub-ii-- .i

iing to ihe powers that be, they took tbaoaih
to the only authority which de txisted.

nicu maae tc:s me oniy condition npon
its protection ceull be enjoyed. Tney
morecver in good faith, intending to keep

r.g as the Federal ralo should continue.
iu the hope that this rule would, iu doe sea

son, terminate, and restore them to tbe civil s

from which their hearts ware never es-
tranged Tbis position is impr 'gnabio so far as
a de facto submission to military forco is eon- -

I cerned. Nei;her tbe laws of war those of
reason oblige men to continue a tacious aud un-- I

avabiiig opposition against overwhelming and
j crushing force ; ard no blame could attach to
j vhern tor simply yielding to the rulo of warfare.
1 which connects with a surrender the cessation
I of active hostility. But it is an immense leap
j from this to the making of a solemn covenant,
transforming into a government of law what
was before only agoverament of force;
for the oath of allegiance transferred with
tha citizenship all its moral obligations, and
invested tbe authority of Butler with the sanc-
tions of a recognized aad legal government

Had these parties approached the Federal
cimmander with language this:
"As a defenseless people, wholly within your
power, we submit without resistance to military

.force, and without conceding this submission to
ba obedience, " no censure could attaeu to them;
and they wou'd then be embraced within the
terms ot tho eulogy conveyed in the resolutions
you have presented before Congress. If it bo
said tbatallngiance was the only condition upon
which protec.ion would bo aff tried to property
and life, my answer is that the hazard should
have been incurred along with the thousands
who chose to bo registered as aliea enemies to
tbe Uaited States rather than forfeit their loyalty
t tie .South. Actual submision to military

supremacy was all that could be demanded of
tiit-- by th; rules of civilizad warfare; and it
was their privi'fge to sttnl upon tha assertion
of tbis right before tbe nations of the earth.
Notwithstanding fie ghostly terrors by which
they wero surrounded, the government at Wash-
ington dared not, under tbe eyas of mankind, to
exact more. A few victims might, perhaps, be
selected from the inas. upon whom to vent dis
appo'inment and spleen, and a brief persistence
in tyranny might liaye tested the endtiranca of
tho community; but a little firmness would havo
carried thm over the trial, and won fir tbe suf-
ferers aa immortality of glory; in proof of whieb
I adduce tho fief, that, whsrever else ia the
Confederacy tho enemy has been stoutly" detl id,
with ail his bluster he hat been compelled tn
yield a reluctant acquiescence in the moral cotle
established by civilized nations for tha regula-
tion of war.

But suppose the reverse of this, and a long
dis; 'usatio a of suffering to ensue, are we to
avow the doctrine that the cherished coavictiin3
of the soul must ba surrendered up on the pVa
of coercivo necessity. I will put the argument
ia a form likely to be appreciated by the
Christian men who have taken refuge under
this plea Should the days of religious perse-
cution, azain appear, would it bo ri?ht in order
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" Gsn. Rosecranz has issued the following
order in relation to the Confederate soldiers

be found in Yankee uniforms :

Headquarters det artmekt or rut- flrir,
Murfreeaboro', lean., 0, 1863.

General Orders 16.

L having been frequently reported to the
General commanding Confederate soldiers
approach our lines dressed in our uniforms, and
that they have appeared thus in battle, and
have thus, savage-like- , carriad our colors to de-

ceive us : '

It is none so dressed shall re-

ceive, when so captured, the rights of prisoners
of and that, iu tbo battle, quarter be
given them. When captured, singly or in
squads, prowling about onr lines, they shall be
deemed as spies, and treated accordingly. Toel
General all officers am
command to ba on their gu

of the rules of civiii:
foraging scooting parties, and
ail troops ou the march, are ei
and examine nii persons wearii
and, if found to be wearing i

authority, to forward them at
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Bv command of Major-Gener- al Rosecranz.
Official: GoDdard, A. A. G. C. of a
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i'rom the Natrrbr z Coarior.J
Our fleet of Red river beats came

the scene of action on Wednesday nig
arrived off Natchez about 10 o'clock

From parsons who were participar

Indianola nearly oppos'tst New
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assistauca of the current, to a sjcond attack.
This was attempted and admirably executed, as
the sequel will abundantlv prove.

On the return of tbe Webb tn the engar-men- t,

she came down upon the Indianela with
a inn at the rate of twenty-tw- o miles an hour,
slr.kiag ber antagonist near the wheel-hous-

and crushing everytbng in the way. 8o violet
wai tho b'ow, that it carried away a portion of
toe Webb's front, of some six square feet. The
work was done. Tho Indiarolu at once com-
menced sinking in deep water, and there was
tnly snfli ient time left for our boats to apply
their grappling irons and tow hsr near the shore,
rhis they did, and left her to sink ia nine feet of
irater. with her deck as the ground-wor- k of a

Tbe victory wa complete,
ported at two killed. That of
killed.

Our loss is
oce

Lieut. Brown, of tbe United States navy, was
in command of the Indianola- - He says, had
our boats come upon him in the day time, ha
would have made a pretty good fight, but as it
was. with his coal barges lasbed to his craft, he
had to give tip with as good a grate as no sib e.

Every living man (except three) aboard the
Iadianola was taken, aud sent prisoners to tha
inferior.

Three o' the crew swam to the shore, but
were car-tnre- in the morning, aud brought
down ou the Webb.

The fleet passed immediately to Red river to
replenish, and make roady for anoth er cleaning
out of Mississippi lake, when opportnni'v offers.
A few hours hard labor will place tha Webb in
good trim for another engagement.

Oua of the c-- j barges lasaed to the. India-
nola was saved as it floated down the river; the
dtber was sunk in the fight.

Too much jraise annot be awarded to tho
Confederate officers and men in charge of the
expedition. We think they have fully demon-
strated the fact that though iron is an obdurate

it cannot withstand eeerythlng
We trust our friend on Red river will not be

too sever on the Vicksbnrgers. for allowing
these boats to pass their batteries. Had they
crushed them ia their passage of that city, we
would have yet been without a Queen of tbe
West, ram. and an Indianola gunboat, in the
Confederate navy.

Furtaer ol ihe Frderatl ladtanatla.
For several days psst and conflicting

rumors have been afloat relative to the destruc-- t
on of the Federal iron-cia- d Iadianola by our

forces after her capture. It is to be regretted
tuat after the taking of such boats frooa the
enemy as the Iadianola, that the eagerness of

atty well assured was
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the eleven inch gum, he laid his train for the
final destruction of the Indianola. Upon ex-
amination after the explosion, Lieut. Frith
found that it was complete, and the lay a total

Up to Friday morning the enemy had not left

It is but justice to those officers and men on
board the Dr. Batey, to say that they were ab-
sent on other doty, while the disgraceful busi-
ness of plundering the captcred boat was) go-
ing on.

It is asserted that if proper discipline had
been kept, and the attention shown on the cap-
ture of the boat as should have been, we would!
had ere this, a formidable addition to our little

"caw.
When will such proceedings as the above be

stopped ? The iesson received at Shiloh, should
have been sufficient. Natchtz Courier.

Lieutenant Frith is probably correct in hist
statement as to the facts connected with the
plundering and destruction of th Iwlianoia, but
we presume he will acknowledge the Tuscumbin
story humbugged him.

l hnllsaevogn iiebr liauis.
The French mediation question the North-

western Democratic revolution the end of tbe
war and East Tennessee appl brandy, are
matters of much speculation ia this latitude
now

Tbe Selma Reporter, in a " cheering up" ar-
ticle, tells the people to " laugh and grow fat."
With the prevailing scarcity of provisions,
" laugh" is about the cheapest thing they can
fatten on this spring, and we wouldn't be sur-
prised if they raise the price of that

We frequently hear announcements from the
Northwest, of Yankees swearing to " lay down
their arms," and take up their plow handles. In
the late Murfreesboro' fight a great many of
them " threw down their arms," and " took up
their legs" quite hai.duy.

Congress has just paid a deserved compli-
ment to John H Mtrgan. The most substan-
tial compliment they could offer the celebrated
chieftain won't! be bis full complement of men,
and a Kentucky campaign et his own man-
aging.

We learn by the telegraph that a number of
ambulances have been sent to Nashville from
Cincinnati, indicating an advance of Rosecrans.
Late encounters with the rebels have satisfied
the Federals that ambulances are as essential aa
rifle in subjugating tbe South, and that the
march cf the subjugator is th incidental path
of glory, "that

" Leads bnt to tho flrava."
A meeting of newspaper publishers from all

parts of the North, was called to meet in Wash-
ington on tbe 9th ult. to urge npen the Federal
Congress the necessity of reducing or repealing
the duty on imported paper. The fact is, the
Yankees have consumed so much of the home
material printing counterfeit Confederate notes,
that they now have to look abroad for supplies
upon which to print their newspapers.

Reported Battle is tbe Valley We
learn by paasengers by the Orange train on
Saturday night, that a fight cccurrod a tew days
sgo in the valiey, between tbe forces under Gen.
loses Jk'l the Yankees under Milroy, iu which
a h are said to have captured some nve hundred
rrieoners, ami inflicted quite a punishment upon
the enemy. We were not able to gather any
further particulars, and give the above for what
it is worth, tn .ugh we have eveaw reason to
credit its general truth. Lynchburg Republican,
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